
What is the 

historic 

environment?

 Listed Buildings 

and Conservation 

Areas?



The NPPF definition

 “All aspects of the 

environment …

 … resulting from the 

interaction between

people and places

through time, …



The NPPF definition

 including all surviving 

physical remains of past 

human activity, ….

 … whether visible, buried 

or submerged, …

 … and landscaped and 

planted or managed 

flora.”



Heritage Assets

 Buildings

 Monuments

 Archaeological 

remains or sites

 Places and Areas

 Landscapes



Heritage Assets

 ... identified as having a degree of significance meriting 

consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest. 

 Heritage asset includes designated heritage assets and assets 

identified by the local planning authority (including local listing). 



Effective 

Policies for 

the Historic 

Environment 



Policies 

are your 

levers …



They can 

keep you on 

one track or 

help you 

change 

direction …
By Geof Sheppard - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6869520



They can 

also be 

your 

‘signals’



4 Routes to better historic 

environment policies
 Use heritage as a resource to achieve non-

conservation objectives – well-being, tourism, jobs, 

 Think widely about heritage and how the community 
value/use it

 Find out what issues are affecting your heritage

 Where can you add detail to existing policies?



Using heritage to achieve 

other objectives

 Saleshurst and 

Robertsbridge

NP example –

learning 

resource



 The Neighbourhood Plan allocates the following sites 
for development ... 

 Mill Site – for a mixed-use development including 
residential development and at least 1200 sq. m. of 
employment space, including the conversion of the 
Mill building and the conversion and 
refurbishment of the listed buildings on the site …

 ... subject to the prior provision and retention of an 
alternative access from the site to the A21 that will 
provide vehicular access in times of flooding …



Lewes 

Neighbourhood 

Plan

 Lewes – a ‘gem 

town’





Lewes Neighbourhood

Plan

 Heritage issues covered:

• Registered Battlefield protected (large Local Green Space)

• Protecting character of twittens

• Protecting views out to green setting (including silhouette of the chalk 
ridge)

• And in – retaining pre-eminence of the castle as the main landmark

• Flint walls

• Managing impact of conversion of townhouses into flats

• Supporting town centre redevelopment sites

• Archaeology within development sites



Thinking widely about heritage

 Local listing and character assessment



Headington 

Neighbourhood

Plan





Policies Projects



Heritage Assets in 

Neighbourhood Plans

 … In addition, and where relevant, 

neighbourhood plans need to include 

enough information about local non-

designated heritage assets including sites of 

archaeological interest to guide decisions.



Milland
Neighbourhood Plan

 The local significance of 

undesignated heritage assets, 

including significant buildings 

or structures and also 

managed landscape features, 

will be taken into account 

where any application for 

development might affect 

them. 





Understanding existing issues



Sites with 

Archaeological 

Interest

 Lavant

Neighbourhood

Plan



11) Any application should be 

informed by a programme of 

archaeological survey and 

investigation according to a written 

scheme of investigation agreed by 

the council’s archaeological 

advisor. The design of the 

development should take the 

findings of these investigations into 

account in order to preserve any 

remains of national significance 

in situ, the unavoidable loss of any 

remains of local interest will need 

to be robustly justified. 



3) A 20m buffer will be 

provided between Devils 

Ditch (a Scheduled 

Monument) located along 

the northern boundary of the 

site and any development. 

This buffer will be retained 

as public open space in 

perpetuity 



Understanding existing issues

 Newport Pagnell examples



A good example

Newport 

Pagnell

Neighbour-

hood Plan

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/newport-pagnell-neighbourhood-plan



An example of good practice

“(b) The three historical buildings shall be 

retained and made ready for occupation 

prior to the occupation of 50% of any 

housing permitted on site. “



An example of good practice



Let’s add something 

to existing policy

 Use your evidence base 

or collect evidence

 Use that Village Design 

Statement



Be specific about what is right 

where 
 which materials?

 what scale(s)?

 how should layout respond to the street or open space?

 What boundary treatments 

 will uses affect character?

 will there be different approaches in different places



What we normally see:

 “All new development should protect the 

character of the village …

 ... with an approrpiate form, scale, massing, 

layout and materials for the surrounding area”



Odiham Neighbour Plan

 Adding 

detail to 

existing 

policies





Heritage Perceptions – It’s all 

very well protecting old 

buildings but we need more 

homes



 Hurst Farm site to 
take 350 units

 Contains Grade 
II* Hurstwood
Farmhouse + 
Grade II barn



Protecting the setting 

of a heritage asset

 Hospital/Hurs

twood Farm, 

Hayward’s 

Heath



Protecting the setting 

of a heritage asset
Retain the listed farmhouse 

and barn at Hurstwood Farm, 

including the curtilage of 

both buildings, in a 

continued beneficial viable 

use that sustains their special 

historic or architectural 

interest and maintain an 

open, rural setting to the 

farmhouse that sustains its 

special historic interest and 

character. 


