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Different ways of 
approaching the issue: 
 
• Inheritance/starting point 

 
• Supplementary Planning 

Document 
 

• Technical advice note 
 

• Publically accessible 
evidence base 

 



English Heritage Thematic 
Research Strategies: A Thematic 
Research Strategy for the urban 
historic environment 
April 2010. 

Focus on: 
• Developer-funded research 
• Historic characterisation. 
• Survival of early fabric in historic 

towns. 
• The 20th century. 
• Parks, open spaces, cemeteries. 
• Coastal towns and Historic ports. 
• Providing the evidence base for 

regeneration and renewal. 
• Suburbs. 
• Threatened or vulnerable building 

types. 
• Establishing research projects.  

Managing the Urban 
Archaeological Resource 
(English Heritage 1992). 

The creation of Urban Archaeological 
Strategies for over 30 historic towns and 
cities. The UAS process: 
 
• Reviewing previously un-synthesised 

data and creating an Urban 
Archaeological Database.  

• The production of a detailed Urban 
Archaeological Assessment. 

• The creation of an Urban 
Archaeological Strategy to provide 
additional guidance to curatorial 
work and inform local planning 
agendas. 





OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
PLAN 

• Urban 
Archaeological 
Database 

• Archaeological 
Resource 
Assessment 

• Archaeological 
Research Agenda 

• Historic Landscape 
Characterisation 

• Urban 
Archaeological 
Strategy/Action 
Plan 



The Urban Archaeological Database 



Oxford Period Assessments and 

Research Agendas 

•Palaeolithic and Mesolithic 

•Bronze Age 

•Iron Age 

•Roman 

•Saxon 

•Norman 

•Medieval 

•Post Medieval 

•Modern (1800-1950) 



Approaching an Archaeological Strategy: 
 
 

 
 

• Is it really a ‘strategy’ or a summary of existing 
guidance, policy and known archaeology?  

• Do we decide or advise…? 
• What might be the value of different approaches 

within Unitary/District/County arrangements? 
• What is deliverable in your team? 
• What about maintenance and updates? 
• Summarise and identify interest and potential 

interest. 
• Identify strategic issues. 



Strategic themes (from Colchester UAS): 
 
 

• Best practice  
• Secure beneficial management, enhancement -sustainable development. 
• High quality design.  
• Promote heritage at local, regional and international levels, showing - good 
place to visit, live, work and invest in. 
• Support Council’s regeneration agenda. 
• Promote greater understanding about local heritage within local 
communities. 
• Opportunities for residents and visitors to participate in heritage- health, 
wellbeing and learning. 
• Display new heritage discoveries in a range of community settings. 
• Enhance/promote the Historic Environment Record.  
• Long-term curation of archaeological archives and collections - available for 
display and study. 
• Integrated approach between different services, organisations, and sectors. 



What kind of development 
pressures is Oxford facing? 

• College and 
University expansion 

• Extensions and 
alterations 

• Flood Relief Channel 

• Infilling 
development 

• Oxford North 

• Retail 
redevelopment 



 



The Urban Core- tenements and halls. 



 
Contextual assessment? 
 



Draft Oxford Local Plan Archaeological Policy DH4:  
 
…In the City Centre Archaeological Area where significant 
archaeological asset types can be shown to be subject to 
cumulative impact from development, the desk-based 
assessment should contain appropriate contextual 
assessment of this impact.  

…The aim of mitigation should be where possible to 
preserve archaeological remains in situ, to promote public 
enjoyment of heritage and to record and advance 
knowledge. Appropriate provision should be made for 
investigation, recording, analysis, publication, archive 
deposition and community involvement. 





Loss of distinctive building and plot 
forms since 1876 



Medieval tenement 

boundary survival 

(assessment in the 

OAAP based on HE 

Salter’s 1960s 

study) 

Protecting the 
historic 

character/urban 
grain of the city 

centre 



Historic Urban 
Character 

Assessment 
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And the customers…? 

• Taken seriously by planners?   
 
• Taken on board by councillors?   
 
• Taken on board by agents, architects and 

developers ? 
 
• Used by heritage professionals? 
 
• Used by the general public?   



Follow up- Annual Monitoring Statement 





The Greyfriars conventual buildings, precinct wall and the Trill Mill stream 

Engaging  
councillors! 



Promoting links to science 



National Importance 

Programme 

Assessing and Mapping 

Significant Heritage 

Assets in a Medieval 

University City 

2015 
 

 
Oxford Archaeology and Oxford City 

Council Heritage and Specialist Services 

Team 

Management initiatives 
and improving the UAD 
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