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• The Building 

• Importance to Devizes  

• Use and redundancy 

• Sale and speculation 

• Neglect and unachievable expectation 

• Taking the initiative 

• Where we are now – and how do we get out 
of this mess? 

• Plans for the future 



Devizes is a market town and civil parish in the centre of 
Wiltshire. It developed around an 11th-century Norman 

castle, and received a charter in 1141.   
From the 16th century Devizes became known for its 

textiles, and by the early 18th century it held the largest 
corn market in the West Country.  

18th century, trade included brewing, curing of tobacco, 
and snuff-making. 

 

The 19th century was a time of economic prosperity 
and the location of Devizes led to its establishment as 

an important administrative centre. 



Devizes Conservation Area 



Devizes Market Place   The Museum 



Wadworth Brewery             St John’s Church 



The Assize Courts was one of a number of public 
buildings built to promote Devizes as a key 
administrative centre in the 19th century 

 
In 1834 at a public meeting in the town a 

subscription list was opened towards the cost of 
building an Assize Court in Devizes …….and “by 

1835 about 600 persons had subscribed £6,651” 
 

The total cost of the site, construction and 
furnishing came to £7157 

 
 



Original Ground Floor Plan 



Northgate Street around 1900 



Mid 1960’s                2016 



Entrance Hall         Court 1 
 
The interior in 1985 



View from the north           View from the south 



View from the east            View from the west 



Existing Ground Floor Plan 



Existing Roof Plan 



The 18th century was a time of exploration and 
trade. There was also a huge increase in crime. 

The number of people being hung for quite trivial 
crimes created social unrest and transportation to 
penal colonies offered an alternative to hanging. 

 
In 1787 the first convicts were sent to New South 

Wales but during the Napoleonic wars there was a 
need for labour in the dockyards in England thus 

fewer people were transported.  
 

Between 1788 and 1868, 165,000 convicts were 
transported to Australia 



1988 Assize Court sold by tender to the highest bidder 
  
1989 Conversion to residential – withdrawn  
  
1989 Conversion to offices - approved 
  
1995 Conversion to 20 residential units - approved 
  
1996 CoU to general assembly / leisure uses class D2 – approved  
  
1997 Change of use to public house / restaurant and gym – approved  
  
2002 Conversion to 20 residential flats - as 1995 renewed. 
  
2009 New scheme conversion to 20 residential units – approved  
  
 2012 Conversion to residential 18 flats – approved  
  
2015 Conversion to residential 18 flats - renewed - expired 2019  

  
 



2012 scheme for 18 flats on three floors 



Wiltshire Historic Buildings Trust   Options Appraisal 2007/8 



DEVIZES WHARF 
DESIGN BRIEF 

Wiltshire Council 2016 



Devizes Wharf study area 



1. Wharf Area 
• Lack of investment 
• Poor pedestrian connectivity and public realm 
• Lack of signage and good quality street furniture 
• Parking is underutilised  
• Police Station - opportunity  

2. Assize Court 
• Grade 2* listed building, gateway location 
• Building is in a poor state of repair 
• Poor connectivity and public realm 

3. Brewery 
• Grade 2 listed landmark building 
• Visitors centre attracts large number of people 
• Poorly connected to the Wharf 

4. Hospital 
• Could come forward for redevelopment 
• Opportunity to control development quality 

5. Other sites  
• Opportunities to regenerate individual sites 

Steering Group 13/12/16 





Steering Group 13/12/16 

 
Assize Courts update 



HISTORIC ENGLAND  HERITAGE AT RISK 2019 

Law courts and police station, 1835. Wind and weather tight.  
Interior has been gutted. Several schemes have been granted 

consent, including residential and nightclub use, but none have 
been implemented.  

 
Planning Permission and Listed Building Consent granted in 2012 

for a new residential scheme was renewed 2015 and expired 
2018.  

Urgent works carried out in 2015.  

Purchase by Wiltshire Historic Buildings Trust completed in 2018 
and site is now in ownership of Assize Court Trust.  

Emergency work is largely complete.  
Proposed plans to carry out conversion for use as a museum.  

 





Assize Court – the entrance Hall      Hall Ceiling 



Private Eye  August 2018 



Assize Court 

Site Plan 



Museum outline 2018 



View from the Kennet and Avon Canal and towards the canal from the site 



View from the top of the Brewery 2012 



Lessons from the last 40 years of neglect: 

 Never sell  an important historic building 
unconditionally to the highest bidder  

 Serve an Urgent Works Notice as soon as 
you see signs of decay 

 Do not give consents for poor quality or 
uneconomic schemes in the hope that this 
might just save the building – it won’t 

 Keep serving UW notices each time 
problems are identified 

 



 Find a sustainable use that compliments the 
building 

 Seek the help of the local authority to secure 
a CPO (the threat might be all you need) 

 Bring the community with you  - then 

 all you have to do is find the money. 

Updates will be at 
https://devizesassizecourt.org.uk/ 


