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Principles and Tools 



SPAB 

• The Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings (SPAB) believes old buildings have a 
future. 

•  SPAB encourages excellence in new design to 
enrich and complement the built historic 
environment. 



The SPAB Approach is based on the protection of 
'fabric' - the material from which a building is 
constructed. A building's fabric is the primary source 
from which knowledge and meaning can be drawn. 
Materials and construction methods embodied in 
building fabric illustrate changes in people's ideas, 
tastes, skills and the relationship with their locality. 
Fabric also holds character and beauty; the surfaces, 
blemishes and undulations of old buildings speak of the 
passage of time and of lives lived. Wear and tear adds 
beautiful patination that new work can only acquire 
through the slow process of ageing. 



Wesley House & West Court 



SPAB 
'Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance' sets 
out six high-level principles:  
 
•The historic environment is a shared resource 
•Everyone should be able to participate in sustaining 
the historic environment 
•Understanding the significance of places is vital 
•Significant places should be managed to sustain their 
values 
•Decisions about change must be reasonable, 
transparent and consistent 
•Documenting and learning from decisions is essential 



IHBC  
Professional Practice Principles. 
Reconciling Values: 
Heritage has cultural value associated 
with the past, but is also part of the 
infrastructure of modern society and a 
fundamental resource that underpins its 
sustainable future. 
 



BS 7913:2013 

Describes best practice in the management and treatment of historic buildings. It 
applies to historic buildings with and without statutory protection.  
 
It provides information on the principles of the conservation of historic buildings and 
sites, useful when setting conservation policy, management strategy and procedures. 
The standard offers good conservation guidance for how best to deal with historic 
buildings, based on sound research evidence and the use of competent advisors and 
contractors. 
 
Significance 
 
Matrix for evaluation of magnitude of impact 
 
 
 



The Act 

  Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

 

• 72 General duty as respects conservation areas in exercise of 
planning functions. 

• (1)In the exercise, with respect to any buildings or other land 
in a conservation area, of any of the provisions mentioned in 
subsection (2), special attention shall be paid to the 
desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of that area. 

 



TOOLS 
 
• The Local Plan 
• Asset Designations 
• Review Panel 
• Design Awards 
• Appraisals 
• SPDs 
• Planning Guidance 
• Article 4 Directions 
 
 



CAMBRIDGE 
LOCAL PLAN 

July 2006 



4. CONSERVING CAMBRIDGE 

 

Protecting the Natural Environment. 

 

 

 

Protecting the Built Environment. 

 Scheduled Ancient Monuments/Archaeological 

 Areas  

 Listed Buildings  

 Conservation Areas  

 Buildings of Local Interest 

 

 

Pollution and Flood Protection. 
 

 
 



The Vision for Cambridge 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The vision for Cambridge is of a compact, 
dynamic City with a thriving historic core 
surrounded by attractive and accessible 
greenspaces. It will continue to develop as a 
centre of excellence and world leader in the 
fields of higher education and research, and it 
will foster the dynamism, prosperity and 
further expansion of the knowledge-based 
economy. It will also grow in importance as a 
Sub-regional centre for a wide range of 
services. The Local Plan for Cambridge seeks to 
guide and facilitate growth in a sensitive and 
sustainable manner, ensuring that the high 
environmental quality of the City is protected 
and enhanced and that future developments 
offer a full range of opportunities to all its 
citizens. 



The Strategy 
The strategy for delivering this vision has a number of components: 

 

The promotion of the highest possible standard of design in new     

development. 

The careful conservation and enhancement of historic areas 

  and greenspaces. 

The consolidation and improvement of existing residential 

  communities, the promotion of new housing and community 

  facilities in the growth areas, and a greater emphasis on meeting     

diverse housing needs. 

The protection and enhancement of leisure and shopping 

  facilities. 

The promotion of employment growth in sustainable and 

  accessible locations to support the future expansion of 

  education, research, knowledge-based industries and essential 

  services. 

The provision of appropriate infrastructure, in particular transport 

  infrastructure, to support new developments and promote more 

  sustainable living patterns. 

Planning for the long term sustainable growth of the City. 

A coordinated and responsive approach to the implementation 

  of the various components of the strategy. 



SPDs 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) add further detail to the policies in the 
Local Plan. They can be used to provide further guidance for development on specific 
sites, or on particular issues, such as design. 
 
These documents can be a material consideration in planning decisions but are not 
part of the development plan. 
 
They enable stakeholders to be aware of any key issues and to become involved in 
dealing with them, before planning applications are submitted. They help to avoid 
delays during the formal consideration of planning applications and provide a degree 
of certainty for the financing and programming of developments. 
 
 
 



New Museums Site SPD 

• 3.1 Vision  
• 3.1.1 The Vision for the future 

development of the site is:  
• The New Museums Site will develop 

as a place for University of Cambridge 
related uses involving world class 
teaching, learning and research. The 
quality of place will improve through 
the construction of new university 
facilities, a reduction in development 
density in the site core, an associated 
improvement to environmental 
conditions, and the provision of high 
quality public realm within the site. 
Development will support the 
creation of an attractive, accessible, 
safe and sustainable environment in 
line with the following objectives.  

The New Museums Site 
Development 
Framework 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document 
(Approved for adoption 
with the Local Plan) 



Planning Guidance 

Can be a material consideration in planning decisions 
but are not part of the development plan. 

 

• Cambridge skyline guidance 

• Foodstore provision in north west Cambridge 

• Open Space and Recreation Strategy 

• Park Street car park planning guidance 

• Protection of public houses 

• Roof extension guidance 

• Shopfront guidance 

 

“New buildings which are significantly 

taller than their neighbours and/or 
rooftop plant or other features on 
existing buildings, will only be 
permitted if it can be demonstrated 
that they will not detract from: 

a. Local residential amenity; 

b. Ancient monuments and their 
settings; 

c. Listed Buildings and their settings; 

d. Conservation Areas and their 
settings; 

e. Historic landscapes and their 
settings; 

and 

f. Key vistas, the skyline and views 

within, over and from outside the 

City”. 

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/cambridge-skyline-guidance
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/foodstore-provision-in-north-west-Cambridge
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/foodstore-provision-in-north-west-Cambridge
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/foodstore-provision-in-north-west-Cambridge
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/open-space-and-recreation-strategy
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/park-street-car-park-planning-guidance
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/protection-of-public-houses
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/roof-extension-guidance
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/shopfront-guidance


West Court 



Cambridge Design and Construction Awards 

• The criteria for the main CDCAs 
are: 

• design excellence - a building of 
overall architectural merit 

• design appropriate to the context 
• good quality of workmanship 
• good quality materials - including 

durability 
• sustainability - carbon 

performance, environmental 
design, creative approach to site 
constraints, future adaptability 

• Any completed schemes within a 
5km radius from Great St Mary's 
Church in the centre of 
Cambridge can be entered. 
 

Commendation for new small building 2016 – The 
Gardener's Stores, Jesus College by Once Architects 



Cambridge Design and Construction Awards 

2017 winner for best conservation, alteration 
or extension of an existing building. West 
Court Phase 1 at Jesus College, by Nìall 
McLaughlin Architects  

Six main categories : 

• Best new building (under £2m 
construction costs) 

• Best new building (over £2m 
construction costs) 

• Best conservation, alteration or 
extension of an existing building 
(under £2m construction costs) 

• Best conservation, alteration or 
extension of an existing building 
(over £2m construction costs) 

• New neighbourhoods (awarded 
once every three years, next to be 
awarded in 2020) 

• Best new landscape (awarded once 
every three years, starting with the 
2018 awards) 
 



NPPF 
 
Achieving sustainable development means that the 

planning system has three overarching, interdependent, 

objectives. 

 

a) an economic objective – to help build a strong, 

responsive and competitive economy,  

b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and 

healthy communities, and  

c) an environmental objective – to contribute to 

protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic 

environment.  
 
 



NPPF 
 
These objectives should be delivered through the 

preparation and implementation of plans and the 

application of the policies in this Framework; they 

are not criteria against which every decision can 

or should be judged. Planning policies and 

decisions should play an active role in guiding 

development towards sustainable solutions, but in 

doing so should take local circumstances into 

account, to reflect the character, needs and 

opportunities of each area.  
 



NPPF 
 

193. When considering the impact of a 

proposed development on the significance of 

a designated heritage asset, great weight 

should be given to the asset’s conservation 

(and the more important the asset, the 

greater the weight should be). This is 

irrespective of whether any potential harm 

amounts to substantial harm, total loss or 

less than substantial harm to its significance.  
 





The Grand Arcade 



Hospital – 1866 incorporating a substantial part of a 
building begun 1740.  


